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Johonn Riel -13 oo tober, 194 5 

Graz - Andritz 

s t atteggerstraase 44 

Report on wy activity in Signals Intelligence 
and wi.th the Balkan YIl T Jamming Control Station. 

My name is Johann Riel., I ViM born on 11.5.1915 in Andri t z 
near Graz and run Roman Catholic. My mo tber is a Croat from 
Slavonia. My father is a i:Jill owner. I have also l earnt the t r ade of 
miller and have passed the master millers' examination. I have 
been ll1D.rried since 1941 and have t wo children. My parents, my 
'ilife and I were never in the N.S.D.A.P. We were never followers of 
this ideal, our anti-Nazi attitude was knovm in Andritz. 

From 1.9.1936 to 1.9.1937 I served M a one year volunteer 
(officer cadet) in the Austrian Confederate Army. il.fter the 
outbreak of war I was vlith Anti-tank Ersatz Abteilung 48 at the 
wminican Barracks in Grc.z. 

On the bQBis of the interpreter report I ,vas transferred from 
the anti-tanks to Fixed Intercept Stc.tion, Graz - Li ebena u via 
00 or Intercept Troops, East by a t eleprinter or der . From 
6.6.40 to 2.7.42 I was wi, th this unit vli.th r ank: of 
YinGhtmeister an d from 1.8.41 I was empl oyed as interpreter for 
Serbo-oroat VIi th the rank of Oberwach tinei.s tez-, My task WQ13 to 
translate the plain language wireless Iuessages and the cipher 
messaged broken by the deciphering secti on into Geruan. Location 
of uy unit and o.ddress: f r oI;1 the out br eDk of war to the end of 
the war: 

Field Pos t nuinber 34538
 
Open address in Graz
 
Fixed intercept station Gro.z, in Phal.e ron ne ar Athens
 
Fixed i n ter cep t station 5 and later
 
Fixed Signals Reconnad.s s anoe b.bteilung 5
 

Major Singer was OC of the uni t f'rom Graz to 11.thens. In 
PhaLe ron Hauptmann Dr. Bauer -Mayer from Graz - Do good l1.US trian 
y~ my cor~1anding officer. In Greece the Austrian officers of our 
unit wer e r emov ed including Dr. Bauer-Mayer who had proposed my 
cOlmnission. Ober l e ut nant Lehn-~nn, a fanatical Nazi, Cillile to replace 
him and he transferred the Austrians from the unit. Lehmann cancelled 
my application f or a corrrai.as i.on and sinoe t he summe.r of 1942 I 
have not exerted myself to become an officer in the Genaan 
ii, ned Forces. I vro.s , therefore, transferred on 2nd J Ul y , 1942 by 
Oberleutnant Lehmann as being a tiresome ll.ustrian to the 
Interpr eters Ersatz Abteilung at Mei ssen in Saxony and I there ' 
attended the Greek language oLas s , I pas s ed the final 
exanunation as signals interpreter for Greek and in Lnd-March 
1943 was transferred as ai.gnal,s interpreter for SeIh-o-Croat L'J1d 
Greek to the Broadcast JOfa.-ning Centre at Saloniko. which was later the 
Balkan Jarilliu.ng Control Station. 



At the Ba.l.k.nn Jo.:nr.Tir.g uvntrol Stc..tiOll I VIas engage d es 
. intel~reter - listener for the Allied broadcas ts in Ser bo-
Croat an d Greek. When the unit was given an estDbl i shment on 
1.8.44 wi t h the title "Bul.kan Jamming Control Stn t i on ll f.1y 
rank was acting Hauptwachtmeister, whioh I held until the 
end of the war. From 22.2.43 to 1.8.41+ - Brondoas t Jamming 
Centre, from 1.8.41+ to the end of the 'wa r - Bal.kan J amming 
Control Stntion. Locntions:

From 22.2.43 to 26.8.43 Sal.oni.ka 

" ,30.8.43 II 3.10.41+ Belgrade 
n 4-.10.41+ II 27.10.41+ VukOVDr 
It i9.10 . l,4. II 19.4.45 Zagreb 
It 22 . 4 . 45 \I 8.5.45 Moosburg near Port sohnch 

in Carinthia 

SUbordinnti on : Unt il the transfer to Belgrnde - to the 
2nd ~ireless COli~ nny of hrmy Signals Regiment 521 . In Belgrnde, 
the 2nd Ui r eless COI:lpM j than to the OC of Signtlls Reconnai.s s nnoe 4 
and to Signnls Reoonnai.asbrice db,hny 964. Sinoe Vukovnr, to 
Signals Reoonhaissonde Abt el i urtg 6~ From 5.).1 945 to t he 
j~rr;lY Group Signaia Regi.menb itl Podsuzed near Zagreb. FroD 
approximately 10.4.1945 direc t ly to j ~ rmy Group Seni or Signals 
Officer of Army Group ElF . Task of the Jru~ning Control 
Stat ion :- de te rmi.ndng of 0.11 frequenci es on whi ch Al lied 
broadcasts we r e r adi a t ed in the follo "ng lnnguages : 
1) SerbO-Croat 2) Gre e~ 3) Bulgari an 4 ) Hungard.an 
5) Rumandan 6) Turkish 7) j~ rabi c 8) I t ali an 9) Ge 

The t rans lated texts of broadcast transmissions were 
cOi),lbined into a daily broadcas t report wi.t h the f'o'IIowi.ng 
distribution:- GHQ of i.rmy Gr oup F , 10., GHQ of Array Group E, 10 . , 
Panzer AOI\: 2) 1C., Ari,W Group F Sen ior Signals Officer and 1 copy 
sprtre , 

The frequencies a r e f orwarded once a month ' in 0. frequency 
alterations report to the J amrnini!, S t a tions a t Zagr.eb, BelGrade , 
Budapest, Bucharest, Sofia and Athens . F in Iy , when we 
co-operated more closely v~th the J amming Station in Zagreb , the 
jamming station had 3 trans mitters at i t s disposal. f t r en s ii1itter 
of' 250 wntts and 2 trans mit tters each of 60 watts whi ch were token 
aVlllY i n an und amage d condi t i on on 8t h :May , 1945 f r om St. Peter near 
Moosburg in Ca r i nthia by the British nIHi tary au thori t ies . . 

J ar.ll!'Ung wi th t echn i cal ,.1oclulation tone could only be carried 
out to a s mall ex tent since t here was a shortage of the necessary 
jamming t rons mi tters i n all the Balk countr' ea , In Zagreb only 
3 frequenci es could be j m~Ded s i multaneously as only 3 j~~lung 

trDns mi t ters were avai.Lab'l,e , London t r ans mitted in Gr e ek on 7 to 9 
f'requencies simultaneously. 

Oberleutnant Welt was detached by the OC of Signal s Reoon
nais sanoe 4 t o fo rm the uni t in Salonika. a'berl eutnant 'Wel t was 0. 

Nazi and no t popukaz with us , Fr om 26.6.44 to 20 . 1.45 Leu tnan t 
Gerschwi t z of' Fi x e d S i g ala Reoormaissanoe S t a t i on 5, DJ1 cnti-Nazi 
and son of Do par son nnd v ery popular, comuanded the uni t . 

OALP/cs. J .R. 




